Blair-Taylor School District

Regular Board of Education Meeting Minutes

Monday, September 20, 2010 – 5:30 P.M.

Regular Board of Education meeting called to order by President D. Smikrud.  Board members present: F. Aleckson, R. Arneson, J. Clark, B. Koxlien, K. Lien, D. Smikrud, and T. Tenneson.  Also present: D. Dervetski, J. Eide, C. Biedron, Karla Hulne, Terry Kling, Laurie Marsh, TJ Barth, Tony Chase, Lynn and Ashley Barnett, Kanyon Tenneson, and Mariama Dryak.

Motion by R. Arneson, seconded by F. Aleckson to amend the agenda – add Youth Options request as the first action item immediately after the reports.  Motion passed.

Mission statement was read aloud.

Public comments – none.

Motion by F. Aleckson, seconded by T. Tenneson to approve the August regular/closed meeting minutes and bills for the month of August.  Bills for August include payroll checks #57395-57400, advice of deposits #10508-10583, money wires #172, #298-299, #328-329, Flex expense checks #1657-1661, hand payable expense checks #4964-4966, and computer expense checks #48084-48170.  Motion passed by 5-0 roll call vote with J. Clark and B. Koxlien abstaining.

Motion by J. Clark, seconded by K. Lien to approve the August Financial Statement.  Motion passed by roll call vote with all members voting yes.

Policy Review Committee: Reviewed Policies #720-751.  Will work on 800 series next and should finish by December. 

D. Dervetski’s Report:  Special Board meeting regarding district feasibility study is scheduled for September 21st at 5:30 p.m.  Meeting at CESA #4 on September 30th.  F. Aleckson, K. Lien, 

D. Smikrud will plan to attend (and possibly R. Arneson).  Currently the late activity bus to Beach has very low participation.  Will meet in October to possibly eliminate this run, but parents will be notified.  Next month’s regular meeting will be held on Monday, October 25th at 5:30 p.m. with budget hearing at 6:30 p.m. and annual meeting at 7:00 p.m.  

Curriculum/Instruction Report (J. Eide): ACT test results for 2009-10 junior class were shared.  Class did very well as they were above the state average in all areas.

J. Eide’s Report: Tardiness is the main focus for PBIS with rewards given to all students if all students are on time to class.  Teachers will participate in Level 2 training this year.  To emphasize positive behavior four main areas - respect, responsibility, integrity, and success – are part of the “cat tracks” activity.  Students are eligible for weekly drawings for prizes.  Teachers should be included in this also.  Homecoming activities are taking place this week with parade scheduled for Friday at 1:30 p.m.  Channel One is not ready for event coverage yet.  

C. Biedron’s Report: 97% attendance at Orientation on September 1st.  First round of MAPS testing has been completed.  School pictures are in with re-takes scheduled for October 5th.  Staff flu shots will be on October 13th.  Mike Lawrence has been working diligently on his eagle cam project and plans to install the camera in late October-November, hopefully before bad weather.  

Student Council Report by M. Dryak and K. Tenneson: Revising the constitution so it agrees with what they are actually doing and working on parliament procedure.  Have been working on approving fund-raisers, Halloween Haunted Hallway, and Veteran’s Day Program.

Motion by J. Clark, seconded by R. Arneson to approve second semester Youth Option request for Ashley Barnett for six credits.  Motion passed.

Motion by R. Arneson, seconded by K. Lien to adopt the school district records retention schedule.  Motion carried.

Motion by R. Arneson, seconded by T. Tenneson to approve the 2010-11 Support Staff Agreement.  Motion passed by 6-0 roll call vote with D. Smikrud abstaining.

Motion by J. Clark, seconded by K. Lien to approve contracts for Billie Jo Koxlien and Gwen Kidd, 

half-time paraprofessional aides, and Justina Tranberg, half-time Early Childhood teacher.  Salaries and fringes will be paid with Stimulus funds.  Motion passed by roll call vote with all members voting yes.

Motion by R. Arneson, seconded by J. Clark to approve the second reading of Policies 722.1 Fire Drills, 722.4 Emergency School Closings/Inclement Weather, 741 Maintenance and Control of Instructional Materials.  Motion carried.

Motion by D. Smikrud, seconded by J. Clark to approve the first reading of Policy 753 Use of School Vehicles/Mileage/Meal Payment.  Motion carried.

Motion by R. Arneson, seconded by K. Lien to adjourn to closed session at 6:30 p.m. in accordance with State Statute 19.85(1)(c) for the purpose of discussing spring coaching positions and contracts.  Motion passed.

Motion by D. Smikrud, seconded by J. Clark to return to open session.  Motion carried.

Motion by J. Clark, seconded by K. Lien to approve the following spring coaching contracts: Jill Anderson-Head Track, Allen Lien-Assistant Track, Kristy Benedict-Assistant Track, Renee Kujak-Assistant Track, Gregory Bratina-Head Softball, Jesse Lien-Assistant Softball & Assistant Baseball, Darrin Briggs-Head Boys Golf, and Michael Soto-Head Baseball.  Motion passed by roll call vote with all members voting yes.

Motion by R. Arneson, seconded by T. Tenneson to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed.






Respectfully submitted,






Fern Aleckson, Clerk

